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BISHOPS OF THE HEBER SECOND WARD 
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a Dr. Eyliff had come from Salt Lake City to spread the Methodist cause 
and conduct meetings. However, there was little response to his message 
and this only non-LDS venture in the valley collapsed. Members of the 
Second Ward bought the land, while members of the Center Creek Ward 
purchased the building and moved it to their community. 

With property now available, Bishop Rasband called a group of 
brethren in the fall of 1913 to take their teams into Strawberry Valley and 
obtain lumber for the proposed building project. It was late in the fall 
when they got started, and they worked waist-deep in the snow at times, 
but stayed on the job until they had enough lumber to build forms for 
the foundation of the building. 
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Adolphus R. Duke, 
Center - Daniels mail 
carrier for 34 years. 


The first official postmaster, John Gallagher, was appointed in 1870 
and served faithfully for several years. Helping carry the mail around 
1870 were Joseph Stacey Murdock, who had a contract to haul mail from 
Provo to Echo by way of Heber and Kainas twice a week. winter and 
summer, Mose -luff also carried mail for some time. 

Succecding Mr, Gallagher as Heber postmaster was Henry McMul- 
lin, Sr., who operated the post office in a room of his hotel where Ash- 
ton's Store now stands. The next postmaster was John Duncan, who 
was succeeded by Richard Bridge. Stage coach operations were begun 
about this time, and mail service was facilitated by daily stage runs 
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HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAT 
to Park City. Joseph S. Murdock and his sons; E. J. Duke mitting a letter to be written, mailed, answered and returned from Salt 
and A. C, Hatch operated some of the lines. a Lake City in less than 24 hours can be chalked up in part to the credit of 
patrios in ait = “Lishe” Duke who will be gratefully remembered by the people of this 
thrilling slogan: “T are been o county as the man who saw that “the mail must go through. 
= en When the railroad came to Heber in 1899 the Denver & Rio Grande Y 


during the exc lays of the pony express when fearless men risked RE p R : 
E do : ra n rn ceived th il contract on a daily basis. Fred Hayes was postmaster | 


for a short time and then was followed by John A. Smith who served until 
san. Elish March 1, 1915. Dan McMillan was appointed next and served until 
all November 1, 1920. Guy Duke, a veteran of World War I was then ap- 
pointed and served until December of 1922 when Jay Jensen was ap- 
pointed. Maranda Smith took office as postmistress on December 18, 1923 
and served until February 19, 1936, when the present postmaster, Heber 
1. Rasband, took office. = 
tar route carriers during the years have been E. J. Duke who served 
for more than 40 years, Elijah Davis, John Wall, Willard Davis, Ben 
Murdock, Jay Cummings and Stacey Wright. Rural carriers who served 
for more than 30 years each included Lawrence B. Duke, Adolphia R. 
Duke, and Max Lee. 
City postal delivery was established in Heber November 1, 1946, 
and carriers appointed at that time were Jay O. Johnson, Ray Wright, | 
Bert Lindsay and Garth Rasband. = 

Another important governmental function in Heber, though it began 
at first as a private need, is operation of the Heber City Cemetery. 

When the east part of the townsite was surveyed in 1859 an area 
near the foothills in the north-east part of the' valley was set aside for 
burial plots. During that same year an infant daughter of James and 
Sariah Cook died and was the first person to be buried in the area. Later 
that year, John Carlile was injured while crossing Provo River and died 
in September. He became the first adult to be buried in the cemetery. 

Busy pioneer settlers had little time and even less money to maintain 
and beautify the graveyard as it was then called, and so it was just 
used as needed. Sagebrush and weeds usually covered the area during | 
the summer, and snows and frozen ground presented another problem 
during winter months. 

As more deaths occurred the city government took more active con- 
trol over the cemetery operation and began a regular program of up- 
kecp. The small section originally set aside for the cemetery soon be- 
| came inadequate, and John Duke and his wife, Martha, heeding the 
| problem, deeded to the city a large tract of land. adjoining the cemetery, 
In 1940 still another tract, south of the cemetery, was purchased by the 
city to add to the area of the cemetery. These burial lots were to have 
perpetual care. 

In recent years the city has installed water lines throughout the ceme- 
tery to insure green grass and have hard-surfaced the roads making travel 
within the cemetery much easier. These improvements have also spurred 
individuals on to beautification of individual plots. Beds of flowers have 


ainly no finer c 


found thar 


that recorded ir ervice of our 


J. Duke, known a 


ughout the state < 


as Ug 


ting Wasatcl 


ado line, 


mmunicatic 


etter understood 


a pe riod of three 
jo through.” 
family 


the mail n 


dded to the 


new kerosene Wa 
Duke had got ir 


mail 


